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~ The Lord Be With You ~ 

 
 

Christmas Eve 
Friday, December 24th 

 

 

 

                    5:00 PM:   Outdoor Christmas Bonfire & Nativity 
 

                    7:00 PM:   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (In church & on Zoom) 
 

                  10:00 PM:   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (In church & on Zoom) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



     Pastor Niel’s Page      

 

THE UNSPOKEN ARGUMENT 
 

My wife Andrea and I have been married for over 50 years.  We have been together for about 57 
Christmases. In the beginning it was all about getting a nice gift for her that would make her smile, be 
happy and hopeful get me a kiss.  When we got married and had our own home, decorating became a 
big part of the holy days.  We started out as newlyweds with a series of “Hallmark” tree decorations, 
and then came the meaningful travel decorations, the homemade decorations, the homemade 
children’s decorations and so on and so forth.  Ang is big into decorating.  Lately she has said, “This 
year, I am not going to decorate so much.”  I fail to see any real change.  She loves to put out the 
nativity, the snowmen, perfectly place each decoration carefully on the tree and place the picture of 
our children sitting on Santa’s lap each year.  It is really very wonderful.   I am not of much help and 
in truth I enjoy living in the Christmas wonderland much more than setting it up.   
 

I on the other hand, love trying to find cool, fun, meaningful gifts for everyone.  Ang hates this part.  
She says she is afraid of getting the wrong gift.  My philosophy is, how can a gift be wrong…..especially 
if I picked it out.  I love the hunt, I love to see people surprised, and I love the whole “rip open the 
boxes and see what is in them” deal. 
 

So, my question for you is, who do you side with?  Do you want to support my wonderful bride, with 
the massive decorating obsession, or me, with the out-of-control gift shopping frenzy?  We never 
discuss which one of us is right.  We have come to live with the truth that we are different.  We are 
gifted in different ways.  We are the Ying and the Yang of Lutheran clergy couples.  Our differences 
complement each other.  It has been a wonderful journey. 
 

So, think about this.  When the Lord decided to drop Christmas in our laps, what was on his mind?  
By the way, I am almost certain God did not think what was happening would be called Christmas.  I 
think he was decorating and giving gifts at the same time.  I wonder if God might have thought, “let 
me see, I think I will drop into the lives of Mary and Joseph and make them the earthly parents my 
son. (Also known as the Son of God.)  I think that will be a nice surprise for them.”  Mary’s first 
reaction was, “How can this be?” Joseph was ready to get out of town.  But the Lord had other plans.  
The child was only the beginning of the gift.  Jesus brought with him other things for people to open.  
He brought unconditional love, unconditional forgiveness, the promise of peace and hope for all, the 
challenge to serve and care for one another.  God plans to decorate the world with an abundance of 
awesome emotions, acts of kindness, and surprising words of encouragement through people like you 
and me.   
 

For the mystics among us, our Creator appears in the sunrise and sunset, in the tiniest of birds and 
the massive blue whales.  He comes to us on the molecular level, present in everything and in the 
invisible Spirit that ties us all together.  He decorates our souls with overflowing peace and inspires us 
to seek ways to be more like Jesus. 
 

The apostle John describes Jesus as the light of the world.  Darkness is the metaphor for a humanity 
that does not know who they are or what they are to do.  The darkness is where no one can find their 
way.  It is where everything and everyone is a danger or an enemy.  In the gift of light, all things 
become clear.  The lyricist says, “I once was blind but now I see.”  The world and everyone in it are 
simply part of what God has created.   So, when you see thousands of little Christmas lights this 
season, remember that God has given us the gift of light so we can see.  Decorate in any way you want 
and let the light of Jesus shine from inside your soul so that others may find their way.  Give the gifts 
you want but be sure to give yourself to others. 
 

Along the way, 
PN    

 



 PANTRY PONDERINGS                                    
 

I would like to thank you, the congregation, for your continued support of our 
ministry.  Our Day of Giving is always a crazy, hectic and amazing day.  We 
provided 85 families with a Thanksgiving meal.  We had volunteers who gave 
their time to Help Other People Eat (HOPE) and warm the body, mind and soul 
of all who “walked through the door.”  I am truly grateful for their dedication, care and kindness.   
 

The food pantry is in need of volunteers to help bag groceries, stock shelves and help with food 
deliveries.  Volunteers are needed Monday – Friday for an hour or two each morning.  If you would 
like to help, please contact me at the church office (570-828-7411).   
 

From the volunteers of the food pantry and myself, we wish you all a full plate of happiness this 
Christmas! 
 

Living in faith, 
Barbara Hupfer 
 
 

Romans 15:13 ~ “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

 
 

Christmas Gifts for Senior Citizens 
 

 There are many Senior Citizens in Nursing Homes who don’t get visits from 
anyone at Christmas.  Holy Trinity is partnering with Dingmans Ferry United Methodist 
Church to provide residents of Belle Reve Senior Living with Christmas Gifts.   
 
 If you are interested in participating, please call Barb Hupfer at 570-828-7411.  We 

will have a list available of those in need.  Help us bring some joy to those who may be spending this 
Christmas without any gifts from loved ones. 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE ~ Friday, December 24
th

    

 

Because of the Covid-19 virus, Christmas services will be 
different again this year.  Several Christmas Eve events are 

scheduled for Friday, December 24th.  We ask that masks be worn 
if you are not vaccinated.  If you are vaccinated you may choose 
whether or not to wear a mask. 
 
 

   5:00 PM:  Outdoor Christmas Bonfire ~ We will gather around the fire pit near the  
Pavilion for a special experience of the light of God overcoming the darkness.  
The Christmas story will be read, Silent Night will be sung softly, and glow  

sticks will bring light into the darkness.   
 

   7:00 PM:  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (In church and on Zoom) 
 

 10:00 PM:  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (In church and on Zoom) 
 

 
 
 

http://www.becentsable.net/2013/03/where-do-i-start-a-five-step-plan-to-save-on-groceries.html/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HOLY TRINITY NURSERY SCHOOL 

            

We started off this month a little sad but excited as well.  Miss Melissa has 

accepted a position at the DV Elementary School.  We miss her but wish her well on her 

future endeavors.  We were so happy to have Miss Jen join our Holy Trinity Family full time. 
 

In the beginning of November we learned the letter H.  The children wore hats (some very 

unique) and danced to the “Hokie-Pokie.” 
 

The children learned about the Pilgrims coming over on the Mayflower and meeting the Native 

American Indians.  All month both classes spent time working hard on make their Indian and Pilgrim 

costumes.  They all looked so cute when they wore them for our great beg feast, as we gathered 

together to celebrate Thanksgiving.  The 4-year old’s class made a yummy pumpkin pie to share while the 

3-year old’s class baked delicious banana bread.  We gave thanks to God for all of our food, friends and 

families. 
 

I love the day we do our annual skit, “Stone Soup” which the children liked very much.  They all 

were so generous, bringing in food donations for the Food Pantry.  They really liked giving and sharing 

for people in need.  It made Miss Barb in the Food Pantry smile and she was so thankful. 
 

Speaking of being thankful, all the children wrote down something they were thankful for on 

Indian corn.  After they colored and painted them, we hung them up I the lobby for everyone to see. 
 

After our Thanksgiving break we will learn our Advent lesson from Miss Andrea and create 

Advent wreaths to help remember that Christmas will soon be here.  December will be a month filled 

with fun, joy and singing.  We are all very excited for Santa to arrive and to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. 
 

The staff and children wish you all A Very Merry Christmas! 

         Miss Lori – 3 Year Old’s Teacher  

 

 
DECEMBER NURSERY SCHOOL SCHEDULE - Wear your school shirt on the 1st school day of the month. 
 

12/2  -  Tuition Due - $120.00 for the month of December. 

 Nursery School Shirt Day – Wear your school shirt. 
 

 

12/14-  Christmas Party - Santa will be visiting us for our Christmas Party.  Don’t forget to bring in a    

            $5.00 Grab Bag for your child (marked with your child’s name.) There is a classroom mailbox to   

            send Christmas Cards to your friends (class list on the back of the Nursery News.  Sign up to  

bring goodies for our party.  Please make sure all cards & party items are in the classroom the day  

before the party (Monday) – Thanks. 
 

12/20/21 – 12/31/21-   Winter Recess - We are closed for the Winter/Christmas Recess.   

                               School will reopen on Monday, January 3, 2022! 
 

 

 

SANTA PICTURES:  We will be taking a picture of each child with Santa in Nursery 

School on Tuesday, December 14th.   A 5x7 picture will be available for $5.00 each. 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from 

Miss Andrea + Miss Dawn + Miss Jen + Miss Lori + Miss Julie  
 
 



 
 
 

Holy Trinity has four different youth groups.   See which one is for YOU !… 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – Sunday mornings at 9:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 Our Sunday School teachers are looking forward to seeing all of you each Sunday morning.  
Come join us for some fun and bible stories.  We ask that those not vaccinated wear a mask. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

CONFIRMATION CLASS – Grades 6-8 
 We will continue to meet every other Sunday from 4:00-5:00 PM. 
Upcoming classes are on December 5th and December 19th. 
Please call the church office (570-828-7411) with your email information if you are not receiving an 
email invitation for class. 
 

YOUTH GROUP – Grades 6 and Up 
 We plan to continue to meet on Sunday evenings from 5:00-7:00 PM (or a time to be 
announced).  December 19th will be a Christmas Party.  Bring a wrapped “white elephant” gift 
(something silly around your house that you don’t want any more) and we will have some fun with 

our Annual Christmas Grab Bag. 
 

We will meet outdoors in the church Pavilion for as long as possible.  When the weather gets too 
cold to meet outdoors, we will meet in the church lobby.  (Indoor meetings will be evaluated as 
we keep an eye on the Covid-19 numbers in our area.) 
  

Everyone must wear a mask indoors and we practice physical distancing. 
 
 

 

 

 

Thank You’s . . . 

 
We sure have a wonderful church family here at Holy Trinity…and everything seems to run smoothly because of the many 
volunteers.  Thanks… 

 

+  To Colby Parkinson, Nate Smyser & Danny Maslin faithfully running our Zoom Worship Services each Sunday. 
+  To George Hupfer, Jr. for overseeing all our technical support. 
+  To All our Assistants in Worship, vocalists, and musicians who help to make our Sunday Worship Services so 
  meaningful.  It is heart-warming to be able to worship together and see all our friends in person & on Zoom.  
+  To ALL the people involved with making this year’s Day of Giving a huge success.  Many changes had to be made 

because of restrictions with the Covid-19 virus.  With your help we provided over 85 local families with Thanksgiving 
dinner.   Volunteers came to sort and pack the boxes of food.  More volunteers were here to bring the baga of food  

 and turkeys out to the parking lot to be picked up.  Volunteers also prepared a meal for each of the families who 
came.  Barb Hupfer, you are a wonderful team leader and help so many people who are in need in our community. 

+  To all our volunteers for organizing the coat drive, and to the other volunteers who helped sort and give away coats,  
clothing and blankets on our two Days of Giving. 

+  To the Janet McKenna & Joanne Brown for counting and recording the church offerings each Sunday. 
+  To Kathy McDowall for using her crafting talents to replace some of our worn-out and broken Chrismons for the 
    church Christmas tree. 
 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Poinsettias ~ We will be taking orders this year for Red Poinsettias to decorate the 

church sanctuary for Christmas.  If you are interested in ordering, please call the church office at 

570-828-7411.  Order forms will be available in the church lobby.  Poinsettias can be given “In 
Memory of ….” OR  “In Honor of ….” someone. 
 

 

 

 

AMAZON SMILE. YOU SHOP....AMAZON GIVES! 
 

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% OF THE PRICE OF YOUR ELIGIBLE AMAZONSMILE PURCHASES TO HOLY 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WHENEVER YOU SHOP ON AMAZONSMILE.  TO SHOP WITH AMAZON 

SMILE, GO TO WWW.SMILE.AMAZON.COM LOG INTO YOUR ACCOUNT AS YOUR NORMALLY WOULD. 
 YOU WILL NEED TO SELECT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH, DINGMANS FERRY ONCE, AND IT WILL REMEMBER YOUR SELECTION.  IF 

YOU WOULD LIKE HELP WITH THIS, PLEASE SPEAK WITH EITHER PASTOR OR JEAN TJORNHOM 
 

file:///C:/Users/HTLC/Dropbox/2016%20HTLC%20Website/smile.amazon.com


2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES AND OTHER WAYS OF GIVING     
 

The 2022 Offering Envelopes are available for you to pick up in the church lobby.  The church doors are open on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  If you did not have offering envelopes in 2021, please call the church office at 570-828-7411 and we 
will assign them for you.   
 

You can drop off your envelopes at the church or mail them in.  An envelope is included in   each month’s church newsletter 
for your convenience.  Many people have been mailing in their offering weekly, bi-weekly or monthly.  This has been very helpful.  
Thank you for supporting Holy Trinity and the ministry we share. 
 

A new form of giving has also been set up on the church software, Realm.  It has been very successful and easy to use.  With 
online giving, you can give a onetime donation, or you can set it up for recurring payments.  Special appeal donations can be made and 
also memorials.  For more information on this you can visit the church website at www.htlcpa.org.  There is a link to Online Giving in the 
top left corner of the home page.  There is also a link to step by step directions towards the bottom of the page. 
 

We also thank those who continue to send in offerings through Simply Giving. 
Thank you for continuing to support our shared ministry.   

 
 

 
 

 

 

December Assistants in Worship  ~  2021 
NOTE TO WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:    Please post this schedule and make a note of the dates you are assigned to serve.    If you 
cannot serve, please call the church office as soon as possible.  570-828-7411. COMMUNION SUNDAYS are noted with a “c 
 

DATE Time Liturgists: Readers:   Greeters:  

12/5  c   9:00 AM 
10:00 AM 

Kathy McDowall 
Karen Brancy 

Raycharlyn Krasulski  
Barb Hupfer  

Anne DeMuth  
Andrea Nielsen 

     

12/12    9:00 AM Ed Ibold Sharon Subjin Kathy McDowall – Anne DeMuth 
 10:30 AM Eric Chamberlin Sharon Chamberlin Sherri Van Houten 
     

12/19   9:00 AM Kathy McDowall Paula Veres Barb Hupfer  
 10:30 AM Karen Brancy Raycharlyn Krasulski Andrea Nielsen 
     

12/26   9:00 AM Ed Ibold Kathy McDowall Andrea Nielsen – Sherri Van Houten 
 10:30 AM Eric Chamberlin Sharon Chamberlin Barb Hupfer 
     

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
103 DELAWARE CREST 

DINGMANS FERRY, PA  18328 
 

 
Phone Number: (570)  828-7411 & 828-9069 E-Mail:        HTLC@ptd.net 

 
FAX Number: (570)  828-2346 Web Page:   www.htlcpa.org 

 
 

 
Habitat for Humanity:  (570) 828-1623 



 

  SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

PASTOR Rev. Niels H. Nielsen SUNDAY SCHOOL ………………………….….    9:00 AM 

LAY ASSISTANT    Barb Hupfer ZOOM WORSHIP SERVICE…………………….   9:00 AM 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH  Dawn McEvoy WORSHIP SERVICE – In the Church Sanctuary ..     9:00 AM 

CHURCH SECRETARY   Andrea Nielsen WORSHIP SERVICE – In the Church Sanctuary 

…  

10:30 AM 



PASTOR Rev. Niels H. Nielsen 
LAY ASSISTANT    Barbara Hupfer 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES Dawn McEvoy 
CHURCH SECRETARY   Andrea Nielsen 
  

http://www.htlcpa.org/
mailto:HTLC@ptd.net
http://www.htlcpa.org/

