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~ The Lord Be With You ~

Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24th
(Call 570-828-7411 for reservations ~ Limited number to attend each event.)

3:00 PM:
5:00 PM:
7:00 PM:
8:30 PM:
10:00 PM:

Blue Christmas Service (Limit 25)
Outdoor Christmas Bonfire (Limit 50)
Movie: “The Lord Be With You” (on Zoom)
Outdoor Christmas Bonfire (Limit 50)
Movie: “The Lord Be With You” (on Zoom)



Pastor Niel’s Page



In Search of Christmas:
It certainly seems like Christmas 2020 will be unlike any Christmas I have ever
experienced. We will not find Christmas in a lot of Christmas parties. We will not find
Christmas in the usual large family gatherings. We will not find Christmas in packed
churches with the best singing of the year. I guess we will have to look around and see
where we find it.
But be certain we will look. We will find new ways to be together and wish Merry
Christmas to each other. Here at Holy Trinity, we will create our own Christmas movie to
share. We will gather together in the cold of a winter night around a fire so that we are not
so close together but so that we are close enough to feel the strength of community and a
shared faith.
As we search for Christmas, we may discover some simpler, quiet moments where “silent
night” penetrates our inner soul and “peace on earth” becomes peace in our lives. The
peace may well up and overflow into our family, our neighbors and even the world. Maybe
there is a star that leads us not to Amazon or Wal-Mart or Macy’s, but leads us to our
hearts where God makes His home with us. Maybe a new way to wish people Merry
Christmas might be to say, “The Lord Be With You” which if you ponder it is the actual
message of God, in Jesus coming to earth.
You know what? What if searching for Christmas is really not the objective. What if, the
real deal, is that Christmas is in search of us. After all, at the core of our understanding of
the Creator, the truth is, when the Lord came and dwelt among us, He came looking for us.
He comes in search of broken, tired, weary people. He comes in search of those who may
have lost their way. He comes so that the blind may see, the lame may walk, the prisoners
are set free and those searching for Christmas will instead be found by Christ.
The Lord Be With You,
PN

ADVENT
The year 2020 has caused all sorts of disruptions and changes. It has also made us think creatively. A group of
us from our congregation have put together some tools for individuals and families to prepare for Christmas by celebrating
Advent. On the calendar, Advent is the four Sundays and days before Christmas. The tools we have created is being
called the “Advent Packet.” There have been two Advent Wreaths or logs prepared for you to use at home. The wreath
has five battery tea light candles representing the four Sundays of Advent with center candle, the Christ candle, to be lit on
Christmas Eve. The log type Advent tool is made from a 2 X 4 and has 4 small candles that can be lit. One candle for
each Sunday. There is certainly room for you to decorate either one. In both cases, you can light the tea light and candle
each day during the week while you read the short liturgy and prayer for each week. The first week you would light one
candle, the second week two candles, the third week three candles and the fourth week four candles. On Christmas Eve,
you can then light the four candles and the Christ candle if you choose the wreath and on the log you can light all four
candles and perhaps have a special fifth candle from home to light also.
In the packet there are also Christmas and Advent pictures to color, a small Christmas book to make, directions
for the Advent lighting liturgy, an explanation of advent and some interesting information.

PANTRY PONDERINGS
I would like to thank you, the congregation, for your continued support of our
ministry. Our Day of Giving is always a crazy, hectic and amazing day. We
provided 125 families with a Thanksgiving meal. We had volunteers who gave their
time to Help Other People Eat (HOPE) and warm the body, mind and soul of all who “walked
through the door.” I am truly grateful for their dedication, care and kindness.
The food pantry is in need of volunteers to help bag groceries, stock shelves and help with food
deliveries. Volunteers are needed Monday – Friday for an hour or two each morning. If you would
like to help, please contact me at the church office (570-828-7411).
From the volunteers of the food pantry and myself, we wish you all a full plate of happiness this
Christmas!
Living in faith,
Barbara Hupfer
Romans 15:13 ~ “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE ~ Thursday, December 24th
Because of the Covid-19 virus, Christmas services will be different this year.
Several Christmas Eve events are scheduled for Thursday, December 24th. Please call 570-828-7411 to make
reservations for 3:00 PM, 5:00 PM, & 8:30 PM. Masks must be worn & we will be Social Distancing.
Numbers will be limited so please call to reserve the number of family members attending.
3:00 PM: Blue Christmas Service ~ For those who are in need of a quiet service if Christmas this year is hard
for you and you still need a comforting word from Jesus. (Limited to 25 people.)
5:00 PM: Outdoor Christmas Bonfire ~ We will gather around the fire pit near the Pavilion for a special
experience of the light of God overcoming the darkness. The Christmas story will be read,
Silent Night will be sung softly, and glow sticks will bring light into the darkness.
(Limited to 50 people.)
7:00 PM: Movie: “The Lord Be With You” ~ This is a Christmas presentation made by members of Holy
Trinity and will be presented on Zoom.
8:30 PM: Outdoor Christmas Bonfire ~ (Same as above ~ Limited to 50 people.)
10:00 PM: Movie: “The Lord Be With You” ~ (Same as above.)


Food Pantry Memorial Fund 
IN MEMORY OF KEN FREE ~ From Jeanne Stockmal
IN MEMORY OF RICHARD HECK ~ From The Staff of the Materials Services Division
of the Prince William Public Libraries
IN MEMORY OF LOU WENTZLER ~ From Jennifer Yates

HOLY TRINITY
NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS
Can you believe that November is over already? I can’t! It came and went so fast
here at Nursery School because we have been so busy. We were able to go outside to enjoy the
unseasonably warm weather.
The children learned about the Pilgrims coming over on the Mayflower and meeting the Indians.
Both classes spent time working hard on making their Indian and Pilgrim costumes. They all looked so
great! We gathered together for a great big feast to celebrate Thanksgiving. The 4 Year Old’s class
made a yummy pumpkin pie, while the 3 Year Old’s class baked delicious banana bread. We gave thanks
to God for all of our food and friends, and then we ate A LOT! We also had our annual “Stone Soup” skit,
which the children loved very much. It wouldn’t be Thanksgiving without this performance by Pastor Niel
and our teachers. Afterwards, all the children of Holy Trinity brought in food donations for the Food
Pantry which really made Miss Barb in the Food Panty smile. Helping our friends and neighbors in need is
so important and our children were delighted to give and share.
After Thanksgiving recess we will learn our Advent lesson from Miss Andrea and create Advent
wreaths to help remember that Christmas will be here soon. We are all very excited for Santa and Mrs.
Claus to arrive and to celebrate Jesus’ birthday. December will be a month filled with fun, joy and
singing here at Nursery School.
The staff and children would like to wish you all a VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS! and a HAPPY &
HEALTHY NEW YEAR!
Miss Lori – 3 Year Old’s Teacher
DECEMBER NURSERY SCHOOL SCHEDULE - Wear your school shirt for trips & chapel.
12/1 - Tuition Due - $110.00 for the month of December
12/15- Christmas Party - Santa will be visiting us for our Christmas Party. Don’t forget to bring in a
$5.00 Grab Bag for your child (marked with your child’s name.) There is a classroom mailbox to
send Christmas Cards to your friends (class list on the back of the Nursery News. Sign up to
bring goodies for our party. Please make sure all cards & party items are in the classroom the day
before the party (Monday) – Thanks.
12/21/20 – 12/31/20- Winter Recess - We are closed for the Winter/Christmas Recess.
School will reopen on Monday, January 4th.
SANTA PICTURES: We will be taking a picture of each child with Santa in Nursery
School on Tuesday, December 15th. A 5x7 picture will be available for $5.00 each.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
from
Miss Andrea + Miss Dawn + Miss Melissa + Miss Lori + Miss Julie + Miss Chrissy

Thank You’s . . .
We sure have a wonderful church family here at Holy Trinity…and everything seems to run smoothly because of the many
volunteers. Thanks…

+ To Colby Majewicz who is our #1 Tech Man for faithfully running our Zoom Worship Services each Sunday.
+ To All our Assistants in Worship, vocalists, and musicians who help to make our Sunday Zoom Worship Services so
meaningful. It is heart-warming to be able to worship together and see all our friends, even though we cannot be
together in person.
+ To ALL the people involved with making this year’s Day of Giving a huge success. Many changes had to be made
because of restrictions with the Covid-19 virus. With your help we provided over 130 local families with Thanksgiving
dinner. Volunteers came to sort and pack the boxes of food. More volunteers were here to bring the boxes of food
And turkeys out to the parking lot to be picked up. Volunteers also prepared a meal for each of the families who
came. Barb Hupfer, you are a wonderful team leader and help so many people who are in need in our community.
+ To all our volunteers for organizing the coat drive, and to the other volunteers who helped sort and give away coats,
clothing and blankets.
+ To Ed Ibold for making the Advent wreaths and inspiring us all as we prepare for the birth of Jesus.
+ To the Janet McKenna & Joanne Brown for counting and recording the church offerings each Sunday.

2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES AND OTHER WAYS OF GIVING
The 2021 Offering Envelopes are available for you to pick up in the church lobby.
The church doors are open on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday mornings. If you did not
have offering envelopes in 2020, please call the church office at 570-828-7411 and we will
assign them for you.
You can drop off your envelopes at the church or mail them in. An envelope is
included in each month’s church newsletter for your convenience. Many people have been
mailing in their offering weekly, bi-weekly or monthly. This has been very helpful. Thank
you for supporting Holy Trinity and the ministry we share.
A new form of giving has also been set up on the church software, Realm. It has
been very successful and easy to use. With online giving, you can give a onetime donation,
or you can set it up for recurring payments. Special appeal donations can be made and
also memorials. For more information on this you can visit the church website at
www.htlcpa.org. There is a link to Online Giving in the top left corner of the home page.
There is also a link to step by step directions towards the bottom of the page.
We also thank those who continue to send in offerings through Simply Giving.
Thank you for continuing to support our shared ministry.

AMAZON SMILE. YOU SHOP....AMAZON GIVES!
AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% OF THE PRICE OF YOUR ELIGIBLE AMAZONSMILE
PURCHASES TO HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH WHENEVER YOU SHOP ON
AMAZONSMILE. TO SHOP WITH AMAZON SMILE, GO TO WWW.SMILE.AMAZON.COM
LOG INTO YOUR ACCOUNT AS YOUR NORMALLY WOULD. YOU WILL NEED TO SELECT HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH,
DINGMANS FERRY ONCE, AND IT WILL REMEMBER YOUR SELECTION.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE HELP WITH THIS, PLEASE SPEAK WITH EITHER PASTOR OR JEAN TJORNHOM

Holy Trinity has four different youth groups. See which one is for YOU !…

SUNDAY SCHOOL – Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM on Zoom.
Watch for an email with an invitation to Sunday School & see your Sunday School
friends. You can stay on Zoom for the Church service at 10:00 AM & the Children’s
Sermon from Pastor Niel.
CONFIRMATION CLASS – Grades 6-8
We will continue to meet on Zoom every other Sunday from 12:00-1:00 PM.
Upcoming classes are on November 29th, December 13th and January 3rd.
Please call the church office (570-828-7411) with your email information if you are not
receiving an email invitation for class.
YOUTH GROUP – Grades 6 and Up
We plan to continue to meet on Sunday evenings from 5:00-7:00 PM (or a time to be
announced). We will meet outdoors in the church Pavilion for as long as possible. When
the weather gets too cold to meet outdoors, we will meet in the church lobby and will also
use Zoom for those youth who do not want to meet indoors. (Indoor meetings will be
evaluated as we keep an eye on the Covid-19 numbers in our area.)
Everyone must wear a mask and we practice physical distancing.
ASSISTANTS IN WORSHIP for DECEMBER ~ On Zoom
DATE LITURGIST
READER
12/6
Lew Merikas
Karen Brancy
12/13 Eric Chamberlin
Sharon Chamberlin
12/20 Karen Brancy
Alan Tjornhom
12/27 Kathy McDowall
Sharon Subjin

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
103 DELAWARE CREST
DINGMANS FERRY, PA 18328
Phone Number:
FAX Number:

(570) 828-7411 & 828-9069
(570) 828-2346

E-Mail:
HTLC@ptd.net
Web Page: www.htlcpa.org
Habitat for Humanity: (570) 828-1623










PASTOR
LAY ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRIES
CHURCH SECRETARY

Rev. Niels H. Nielsen
Barbara Hupfer
Dawn McEvoy
Andrea Nielsen

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAY SCHOOL on Zoom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SUNDAY ZOOM WORSHIP SERVICES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

9:15 AM
10:00 AM

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic we will be worshiping
using the online Zoom platform. Watch for updates.

